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Text of Legislative File SC-1819-8

Body

BACKGROUND: A claim was filed by Alan and Lynette Friedemann in the amount of $3,638.05 plus possible
additional amounts for damage to their van when it was struck by a City sanitation truck on December 17, 2018,
at the intersection of 12th Avenue Northeast and Franklin Road.

DISCUSSION: This incident was investigated by Terry Richmond, Utilities Supervisor, who found on December
17, 2018, Claimants’ van was stopped for a traffic light on Franklin Road at 12th Avenue Northeast. Also at this
intersection and stopped behind the Claimants was a City sanitation employee who was driving a trash truck.
When the traffic light turned green, Claimants and the employee began driving forward; however, Claimants then
slowed and the employee was unable to stop before striking the back of Claimants’ van.

Claimants provided three (3) estimates to repair damage to the tailgate and rear bumper of their 2011 Honda
Odyssey van, with the lowest estimate totaling $3,320.55. Claimants may request a supplemental payment for
additional expenses if further damage related to this incident is discovered after the van enters the body shop
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and/or car rental expense when the vehicle is being repaired.

The average value of the van is $8,166.00 but total repair costs will be less than this amount. As indicated above,
there appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this matter and consequently potential liability

on the City. This claim in the amount of $3,320.55, plus possible additional amounts as stated above, appears
reasonable.

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the above and foregoing, it is the recommendation of the City Attorney’s

office that the claim of Alan and Lynette Friedemann, in the initial amount of $3,320.55 as set forth above, be
approved.
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