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ON THE COVER :  Norman is a “railroad city.”  In 1870, the United States Land Office contracted 
with a professional engineer to survey much of “Indian Territory.” (Most of what is now Oklaho-
ma was originally reserved for Native Americans who were relocated from their homelands).  
Abner E. Norman, a young surveyor, became chairman and leader of the central survey area, 
with the responsibility of charting a course for rail lines to be laid across Indian Territory.    The 
survey crew burned the words “NORMAN’S CAMP” into an elm tree near a watering hole to 
taunt their younger supervisor, and the name was kept when a town site was established at pre-
sent-day Norman in 1889.   Today, with an estimated 122,738 residents, Norman is the third 
largest city in the state of Oklahoma. 
 
The Norman Santa Fe Depot was built in 1909 in an interpretation of the Mission Revival archi-
tectural style.  The Depot was deeded to the City of Norman in 1971 and restored for public use 
with federal Community Development Block Grant funding. In 1991, The Depot was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Passenger rail service returned to Norman with the im-
plementation of the Amtrak “Heartland Flyer” service line, in 1999.  A major refurbishment of 
the Depot was completed in 2017 with City of Norman Capital Sales Tax funding, restoring the 
building to its historic standard and meeting modern building codes.  The building is leased by 
the City to The Depot, Incorporated, a non-profit entity that coordinates musical, artistic, and 
community activities in The Depot and greets railroad passengers daily. 
 
Currently, a multi-jurisdictional study for future expanded commuter rail service throughout cen-
tral Oklahoma, the “Central Oklahoma Regional Transportation Authority Task Force,” is being 
conducted.  Norman is actively involved in this study, with interests in expanding passenger rail 
service through The Depot for residents to conveniently travel throughout the region for work, 
recreation, educational and other purposes. 
 
*Front photo by Ryan Putman, Parks and Recreation 
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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented 
an award of Distinguished Presentation to the City of Norman, Oklahoma, for its annual budget for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017. 
 
In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget document that meets the 
program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan and as a 
communication device. 
 
The award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to 
conform to program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for 
another award. 
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Fund 
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Water Fund 









































































Water Reclamation Fund 







































Sewer Maintenance 
Fund 























Sewer New 
Development Fund 



















Sanitation 
 Fund 



















Capital Fund 





























































































































































































Norman Forward 
Sales Tax Fund 













































Park Land and 
Development Fund 
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