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Body

BACKGROUND:  Beginning on May 19, 2013, the City of Norman and surrounding jurisdictions began to 

experience a series of damaging tornadoes. As a result of these tornadoes, over 30 structures in the City of 

Norman have sustained damage. In light of the severity of the damage and the impact on the citizens of the 

City of Norman, the attached Resolution has been proposed as a means of helping assist the ongoing 

rebuilding efforts.

Recently, staff has received a request from Christian Aid Ministries and the Little Axe Baptist Church to allow 

six travel trailers to be located on the church’s property at 3350 168th Ave. NE. The trailers will be utilized to 

house volunteers from the organization while those volunteers are assisting with residential rebuilding as a 

result of the May 19th tornado. The organization plans to utilize 10-15 volunteers who will live in travel trailers 

on the church property until April 2014. The volunteers will be assisting property owners rebuilding in east 

Norman, Pecan Valley and other nearby unincorporated county areas. The organization’s efforts are anticipated 

to be completed in April 2014. 
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DISCUSSION:  Currently, the City of Norman Zoning Ordinance does not allow multiple recreational vehicles 

and/or travel trailers to be located on properties in any zoning district for these specific circumstances. The only 

option available to both the organization and the church to allow these type of services would be to pursue a 

Special Use zoning for a temporary recreational camp on the property. In an effort to pursue a process that 

could accommodate this request, staff is bringing forth the following Resolution for Council consideration . 

This proposed Resolution would allow recreational vehicles and /or travel trailers to be placed solely on A-2 

zoned properties for the housing and services of volunteers assisting in rebuilding efforts following the May 19, 

2013 tornado, upon approval by the City Manager and/or the Planning and Community Development Director. 

This Resolution will be similar to Resolutions that the Council has recently passed following the 2012 wildfires 

and May 2013 tornado that allows property owners affected by a disaster to place a temporary structure on their 

individual properties during residential rebuilding efforts (Resolutions R-1213-31 and R-1213-144). These 

Resolutions, however, do not allow multiple temporary structures and require the temporary structures to be 

inhabited by affected individual property owners.

The proposed Resolution directs the City Manager (or his designee) to allow volunteer organizations to place 

and occupy recreational vehicles and travel trailers on A-2 zoned properties for volunteer organizations actively 

engaged in rebuilding efforts as a result of May 19th tornado when the following criteria are met:

1.  Volunteers, or corresponding organizations must notify the City of Norman Planning and Community 

Development Director in writing of their intent to utilize a property for volunteer efforts

2.  Temporary dwelling units are limited to: recreational vehicles, travel trailers or similar vehicles intended for 

temporary housing

3.  Dwellings units may not be located within ten feet of property lines, within sight triangles, or over utility 

easements

4.  Volunteer organizations must obtain appropriate building and trade permits to provide code -compliant 

structural safety, electrical, and plumbing accommodations 

5.  Volunteers, or corresponding organizations, shall remove any temporary dwelling within 10 days following 

the conclusion of volunteer efforts

6.  Organizations must comply with all lighting, noise and public health regulations outlined in the City Code 

The proposed Resolution also outlines that violations of the proposed regulations set forth in City Ordinances 

could result in the revocation of the right for the organization to place the travel trailers and /or recreational 

vehicles on the property.

Additionally, this Resolution will require that organizations provide information in writing to the City Manager or 

Planning and Community Development Director outlining the nature of their volunteer efforts, anticipated 

geographic areas of volunteer efforts, information about their organization, the anticipated duration of their 

volunteer efforts and associated stay on the property. Following completion of an organization’s approved 

timeline, the recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers will be required to be removed from the property within 

10 days. In the event additional time for volunteer efforts may be needed, the organization can request approval 

for an extension from the City Manager and/or the Planning and Community Development Director. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The attached Resolution allows the placement and habitation of recreational vehicles 

and/or travel trailers on A-2 zoned properties by volunteers actively engaged in rebuilding efforts as a result of 

the May 19th tornado. In addition, it creates standards for such occupations in order to protect the health and 

safety of those citizens and surrounding property owners. If City Council wishes to allow the habitation of 

temporary structures as a means of assisting volunteers engaged in rebuilding efforts, Staff recommends the 

adoption of the attached Resolution R-1314-71.
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