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[tem 2, being:

DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS RELATED TO CODE
COMPLIANCE INCLUDING INSPECTIONS FOR VARIOUS CITY LICENSES, NUISANCE
ABATEMENT ITEMS, AND DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS; CLEANUP ITEMS IN CONFLICT WITH
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; AND ELIMINATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF CITY JOURNEYMAN
LICENSES.

Ms. Susan Connors, Director of Planning and Community Development, highlighted several proposed
code amendments, which would clarify areas of confusion and contradiction in areas of the City Code and
the Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Commission met in study session on November 14, 2013, to review
the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and agreed those amendments should move forward
for Council discussion and consideration.

The proposed amendments include the following:

e Updating the Administration Chapter to include all chapters of the Code currently being enforced
by the City’s Code Compliance Division relative to inspections for certain City licenses, nuisance
parties, and zoning violations.

e Updating the Code to comply with state statutes to reduce the time for the declaration of a
dilapidated building that has been boarded and secured from 36 months to 18 months.

¢ Establishing front and side yard setback requirements for tornado shelters.

Reinstating the ability to abate easement obstructions including low-hanging tree limbs or
encroaching bushes and shrubs from blocking sidewalks and basketball goals in the right-of-way.

o Adding the ability to affix a notice to an abandoned vehicle and/or post the property upon which the
abandoned vehicle is located.

e Broadening the definition of health nuisances to include trash and appliances other than iceboxes
and refrigerators.

e Adding platted and unplatted properties and all zoning districts to the noxious growth (weed)
ordinance with the exception of properties larger than 10 acres and properties zoned for agriculture.

o Removing the requirement of outside drying spaces or other clothes drying facilities in mobile
home parks as well as requiring residents to register the make, model, year and license of the motor
vehicle towing any mobile home or travel trailer.

o Eliminating the issuance of City journeyman licenses - state statute no longer allows municipalities
to require City journeyman licenses.

The remaining proposals would amend the Zoning Ordinance and vary based on several types of requests
brought to staff over the past year and cannot be adequately addressed with the current ordinance
language.

e Updating and clarifying language for the location of off-street parking spaces — adds the same
restriction regarding parking surfaces for commercial districts as for residential districts except for
vehicle and equipment storage yards that are completely enclosed by an opaque fence.

e Adds a provision that notices of illegal parking may be issued to the property owner if information
is not available on the registration of the vehicle.

e Allowing carports in all residential zoning districts with specific setback requirements — properties
with alley access in the Central Core Area must be placed in back and accessed through the alley.

e Adding a special exception to allow reconstruction of non-conforming buildings that have been
destroyed by fire or act of God under very stringent criteria.

e Adding the allowance of a mobile home and a house on the same lot in the A-2 (agricultural)
zoning for a medical emergency.

o Allowing a variance to be considered by the Board of Adjustment for any regulation in the Zoning
Ordinance - the criteria for evaluation of a variance would remain the same.
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Item 2, continued:

Councilmember Greg Jungman was concerned about the proposed changes regulating carports and how
those changes could affect neighborhoods. He felt like the regulation was too broad and if Council
considered such a change additional criteria should be placed on the provision to ensure neighborhoods
would be protected from someone putting up a cheaper metal carport that may not be aesthetically
pleasing to the neighbors.

Councilmember Tom Kovach said the current regulations could prevent the elderly, the disabled and
others on fixed incomes from being able to protect their vehicles from Oklahoma weather and felt some
compromise should be reached.

Ms. Connors said while there are not a lot of requests for carports, some residents in the older
neighborhoods have expressed a desire to protect their vehicles from weather related damages. She said
current regulations prohibit carports unless the home was built prior to 1965.

Councilmember Jim Griffith said he supports the amendment to allow for carports where appropriate. He
said one of his constituents had to remove a carport even though the neighbors supported it because it was
in violation of the current ordinance.

Councilmember Jungman also expressed concern about broadening the type of variances that could be
heard by Board of Adjustment to include anything in the Zoning Ordinance. He wondered if this would
be a way for applicants to ask for a variance of a provision Council required as part of the rezoning
approval process. Ms. Leah Messner, Assistant City Attorney, highlighted the duties of the Board of
Adjustment and the criteria by which they must consider each variance request, ¢.g., the size and shape of
the lot to be built on is of such nature that the provisions could not be complied with, the proposed use of
the land is similar in nature to adjacent land uses, and the proposed use would not create undue traffic
congestion in the adjacent street. She said any requests filed under the proposed amended ordinance
would still be reviewed under the same criteria.

It was the consensus of Council to move forward with the proposed amendments with the exception of the
carport amendment until further discussion could take place.

Items submitted for the record
1. Memorandum dated January 30, 2014, from Susan Connors, AICP, Director of Planning
and Community Development, to Mayor and Councilmembers
Draft Ordinance No. O-1314-14
Draft Ordinance No. O-1314-15
Draft ordinance amending carport regulations
Draft ordinance amending the types of variances Board of Adjustment reviews
Draft ordinance removing journeyman license requirements
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The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

City Clerk




