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 ORDINANCE NO. O-1617-5  ITEM NO. 5 
           
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 APPLICANT Dr. Gale L. Hobson, Ph.D. 
 
 REQUESTED ACTION Special Use for a Professional Office 
 
 EXISTING ZONING R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling District 
   Miller Historic District 
 
 SURROUNDING ZONING North: R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling District 
   East: R-1, Single Family Dwelling District 
   South: R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling District 
   West: R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling District 
 
 LOCATION 916 Classen Boulevard 
 
 SIZE  Lot area of 7,000 sq. ft. 
 
 PURPOSE Professional Office 
 
 EXISTING LAND USE Single Family Dwelling 
 
 SURROUNDING LAND USE North: Single Family Home 
   East:  Lincoln Elementary 
   South:  Single Family Home 
   West: Multi-Family and Single Family 

Home 
 
 LAND USE PLAN DESIGNATION Low Density Residential  
 
 GROWTH AREA DESIGNATION Current Urban Service Area 
 
 
SYNOPSIS: The applicant, Dr. Hobson (clinical psychologist), is requesting Special Use for a 
professional office located in the R-3, Multi-Family Dwelling District. The applicant’s proposal is 
to utilize the existing single family structure for client appointments that will take place Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The applicant will be the only psychologist working on site 
and taking appointments. The applicant’s daughter, Erin Starkey, is the office manager and 
will work on site during the same hours. The applicant or her daughter will not reside on site; 
the single family dwelling will be used for an office only. 
 



ANALYSIS:  This property is located on the west side of Classen Boulevard across from Lincoln 
Elementary between Boyd and Alameda Streets. Classen Boulevard is classified as a Principle 
Arterial Street and State Highway 77.  From south Classen Boulevard at State Highway 9 to 
north Classen Boulevard at Alameda there is a diverse combination of businesses and 
residential dwellings that have developed together over the last seven decades in this area of 
Norman.  
 
Listed below are examples of residential, office and commercial uses that are on Classen 
Boulevard or in the area near this request:  
 

 On Classen Boulevard at the corner of Boyd Street there is The Mont restaurant and 
Valero gas station and convenience store abut R-1, Single Family to the south and R-3, 
Multi-Family to the north on Classen.   
 

 Within the general vicinity there are several Special Uses for offices and parking lots; the 
Mary Abbott House Office child advocacy center at the northwest corner of East 
Symmes Street and Crawford Avenue, and a professional office at the southwest corner 
of Miller Avenue and East Symmes Street. Both professional offices kept the existing 
single family structure appearance as this applicant intends.  A Special Use was 
granted for a parking lot for the Mont; a rezoning was requested from R-1 to RM-2 with 
Special Use for a parking lot expansion.  
 

These are examples of how development of a commercial corridor relies on the support of the 
surrounding diverse neighborhoods; they work in conjunction and have developed over time 
simultaneously.  
 
A professional office that fronts Classen Boulevard will provide a service to the surrounding 
neighborhood just as the other businesses on Classen Boulevard and in the general vicinity. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/ISSUES:      
 

 IMPACTS   A professional office will not create a negative impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood.  
 
The hours of operation for the professional office create less impact to the surrounding 
neighborhood; an owner occupied or rental of the existing dwelling could potentially 
have activity during all hours of the day and all days of the week.   
 
As a professional office only one client and possibly their family will be seen at a time, 
and there will not be appointments after 6 p.m. on weekdays and no appointments on 
the weekends.   
 
There is an existing drive approach on Classen Boulevard and adequate on-site parking 
available for the applicant, office manager and clients.  The existing driveway can 
accommodate up to four parking spaces, and a detached two car garage that may 
be used for parking as well.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
OTHER AGENCY COMMENTS: 
 

 PREDEVELOPMENT MEETING #16-12                                                                August 25, 2016 
There were no neighbors that attended the meeting. 

 
 PARK BOARD     Not required for this proposal. 

 
 PUBLIC WORKS    This parcel is platted in the Classen-Miller Addition. Public infrastructure 

is in place. 
 

 HISTORIC DISTRICT This structure is within the boundary of the Miller Historic District. The 
applicant has consulted with the City of Norman Historic District Preservation Officer for 
regulations pertaining to the Historic District guidelines. The property owner will make 
repairs, replacements and additions according to the Historic District ordinance.   

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:     Staff supports Special Use for a Professional Office and 
recommends approval of Ordinance No. O-1617-5.   
 
 
 
 


