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Body

BACKGROUND:  A claim has been filed by Jack Loughridge for damage to his vehicle when a City front end 

loader backed into Mr. Loughridge’s vehicle on May 27, 2014, at the Transfer Station located at 3902 S. 

Chautauqua.  City employee, Larry Tomlinson, was operating the front end loader and stated that he did not 

see Mr. Loughridge’s vehicle behind him because of the height and design of the front end loader. The estimate 

to repair Mr. Loughridge’s vehicle is $4,425.83.  Additionally, rental car expenses will be incurred while his 

vehicle is being repaired.  

DISCUSSION:  This incident was investigated by Monte Davis, Utilities Supervisor. According to his 

investigation, the damage to Mr. Loughridge’s vehicle was caused by operator error which was due, in part, to 

the height and design of the articulating front-end loader which prevented the operator from seeing the vehicle 

behind him.

There appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this matter and consequently, potential 

liability on the City.  The estimate for the body damage repair of Mr. Loughridge’s vehicle appears reasonable.  
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Master Continued (SC-1415-3)

Mr. Loughridge will require the use of a rental car while his car is being repaired and will file a supplemental tort 

claim for that amount.  

RECOMMENDATION:  Based upon the above, it is recommended by the City Attorney’s Office that the claim of 

Jack Loughridge in the amount of $4,425.83 for repair of his car plus rental car expense be approved by 

Council.  
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