Petition to Block Re-Zoning of Plots along Reed Street

Petition summary and
background

Food and Shelter, Inc. has filed a re-zoning request for a 3 acre plot of land along Reed Street to build a new facility to
serve the homeless of Norman a noon-time meal and build a series of tiny houses, less than 385 square feet each (32
units) in which to house the homeless. Not ail homeless will have access to the available housing and will become a
nuisance and safety hazard for the citizens of the neighborhood along Reed Street if re-zoning is allowed in the current
jocation. We believe that Food and Shelter, inc., the involved city leaders and influentiai organizations have failed to
extend consideration or compassion to the needs of the individuals, families and elderly that live in our neighborhood. We
request a block of the proposed re-zoning of all land along Reed Street.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to block the current and any future re-zoning
request(s) of Food and Shelter, Inc. regarding the proposed site of Food and Shelter Addition on Reed Street.
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Petition to Blz'ck Re-Zoﬁing of Plots along Reed Street

Petition summary and
background

Food and Shelter, Inc. has filed a re-zoning request for a 3 acre plot of land along Reed Street to build a new facility to
serve the homeless of Norman a noon-time meal and build a series of tiny houses, less than 385 square feet each (32
units) in which to house the homeless. Not all homeless will have access to the available housing and will become a
nuisance and safety hazard for the citizens of the neighborhood along Reed Street if re-zoning is allowed in the current
location. We believe that Food and Shelter, Inc., the involved city leaders and influential organizations have failed to
extend consideration or compassion to the needs of the individuals, families and elderly that live in our neighborhood. We
request a block of the proposed re-zoning of all land along Reed Street.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to block the current and any future re-zoning

request(s) of Food and Shelter, Inc. regarding the proposed site of Food and Shelter Addition on Reed Street.
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FILED IN THE OFFICE red
OF THE CITY CLERK

oN June 9, 2015 Petition to Block Re-Zoning of Plots along Reed Street

|

Petition summary and Food and Shelter, Inc. has filed a re-zoning request for a 3 acre plot of land along Reed Street to build a new facility to
background serve the homeless of Norman a noon-time meal and build a series of tiny houses, less than 385 square feet each (32
units) in which to house the homeless. Not all homeless will have access to the available housing and will become a
nuisance and safety hazard for the citizens of the neighborhood along Reed Street if re-zoning is allowed in the current
location. We believe that Food and Shelter, Inc., the involved city leaders and influential organizations have failed to
extend consideration or compassion to the needs of the individuals, families and elderly that live in our neighborhood. We
request a block of the proposed re-zoning of all land along Reed Street.
Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to block the current and any future re-zoning
request(s) of Food and Shelter, Inc. regarding the proposed site of Food and Shelter Addition on Reed Street.
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FILED IN THE OFFICE
OF THE CITY CLERK

ON a 92015 __ Petition to Block Re-Zoning of Plots along Reed Street

Petition summary and
background

Food and Shelter, Inc. has filed a re-zoning request for a 3 acre plot of land along Reed Street to build a new facility to
serve the homeless of Norman a noon-time meal and build a series of tiny houses, less than 385 square feet each (32
units) in which to house the homeless. Not all homeless will have access to the available housing and will become a
nuisance and safety hazard for the citizens of the neighborhood along Reed Street if re-zoning is allowed in the current
location. We believe that Food and Shelter, Inc., the involved city leaders and influential organizations have failed to
extend consideration or compassion to the needs of the individuals, families and elderly that live in our neighborhood. We
request a block of the proposed re-zoning of all land along Reed Street.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to block the current and any future re-zoning
request(s) of Food and Shelter, Inc. regarding the proposed site of Food and Shelter Addition on Reed Street.
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ON %ﬁw 1,205 petition to Block Re-Zoning of Plots along Reed Street

Petition summary and
background

Food and Shelter, Inc. has filed a re-zoning request for a 3 acre plot of land along Reed Street to build a new facility to
serve the homeless of Norman a noon-time meal and build a series of tiny houses, less than 385 square feet each (32
units) in which to house the homeless. Not all homeless will have access to the available housing and will become a
nuisance and safety hazard for the citizens of the neighborhood along Reed Street if re-zoning is allowed in the current
location. We believe that Food and Shelter, Inc., the involved city leaders and influential organizations have failed to
extend consideration or compassion to the needs of the individuals, families and elderly that live in our neighborhood. We
request a block of the proposed re-zoning of all land along Reed Street.

Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to block the current and any future re-zoning
request(s) of Food and Shelter, Inc. regarding the proposed site of Food and Shelter Addition on Reed Street.
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Fwd: Pre-Development Meeting

Fwd: Pre-Development Meeting
Rebekah [rbls6@cox.net]

Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:07 PM
To:  Fisher, Rebekah Ann

Page 1 of 2

Sent from my iPhone SILED IN THE OFFICE
QOF THE CITY CLERK
Begin forwarded message: ON _[o P e I

From: Myra Karnes <karnesranch@hotmail.com>
Date: June 8, 2015 at 12:09:16 PM CDT
To: <t ccaleb@smcokc.com>

Cc: Rebekah Lassley <rbls6@cox.net>
Subject: Fwd: Pre-Development Meeting

Since my husband and I have not received any communication concerning the proposed re-

zoning, I am sending our letter/concerns to you again.

I understand that people with power and money can make any number of decisions effecting
ordinary citizens. This appears to be one of those decisions. Without regard to any residents
of the neighborhood, you are determined to push ahead with your plan. Reminds us of a

country/city without representation.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: Myra Karnes <karnesranch@hotmail.com>

Date: May 28,2015 at 12:13:16 PM CDT

To: "tom.mccaleb@smcokc.com” <tom.mccaleb@smcoke.com>
Cc: Rebekah Lassley <tbls6@cox.net>, Brian Karnes
<brian_karnes@hotmail.com>

Subject: Pre-Development Meeting

My husband, Gene Karnes, and I are the present owners 0f 912 E. Eufaula,
Norman, Ok. We are unable to attend tonight's meeting.

We are extremely opposed to the proposal and re-zoning of the land on the east
side of Reed Avenue. Our major concern is for the safety of small children and
elderly adults who live in the neighborhood. You and the applicant, Food and
Shelter, Inc., cannot guarantee their safety if this plan goes into effect.

Our next concern has to do with property value of our real estate. The value of
our property and those of our neighbors will decrease in value. Homeless will
be walking, sleeping, trashing and roaming through the neighborhood. E.
Eufaula St. ends at the doorstep of your proposed facility.

We think a better use of money would involve tearing down the existing rat-
infested, dangerous buildings on E. Main St. and building a new shelter which
could be accessed away from residential areas.

https://webmail.nrh-ok.com/owa/ 2ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAAJ7XIukv77S5A4n...

6/8/2015



Fwd: Pre-Development Meeting Page 2 of 2

I look forward to hearing from you about a solution to these concerns.

Sincerely,
Gene & Myra Karnes
806-852-3291

Sent from my iPhone

https://webmail.nrh-ok.com/owa/ 2ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAAJ7XIukv77S5A4n... 6/8/2015



Written Protest to the Request for Rezoning of the Property East of Reed Ave.
June, 02, 2015

~ILED IN THE OFFICE
OF THE CITY CLERK

ON__&-2-15
I have several concerns and protests about the proposed shelter by Food & Shelter,
Inc. First and foremost this will be destroying one of the very few beautiful green
spaces with a number of diverse older trees in Norman that many people enjoy and
use recreationally,

To get to my concerns with the shelter; I attended the pre-planning meeting and
asked several questions however, they were unable to answer a number of VERY
important issues that will arise if a shelter is placed within a single-family
neighborhood.

Bottom line is, I do not think they have done enough research or planning to
minimize the effects upon the surrounding neighborhood and I will address this
below in list format.

To whom it may concern,

* No Drug or Alcohol Testing - It appears that the drug screening preformed by
Food & Shelter, Inc. is only visible observation; this is not adequate. This very
well may introduce discarded needles, drug paraphernalia, and booze bottles
along with increased litter in a neighborhood with little. This activity is
unsafe for all residents in the area, especially children who do not know the
dangers of discarded needles and paraphernalia!

e No Background Checks for Violent or Sex Crimes - Food & Shelter, Inc.
representatives declared they do not allow violence but they also stated that
they do not do Oklahoma Criminal Record checks on their residents. This,
clearly, will not keep out violent or sex offenders and will make the residents

of the neighborhood unsafe!

e No Clear Plan or Efforts to Minimize Loitering - Food & Shelter, Inc.
representatives believe that their clients will move on after meals and other
services however, Food & Shelter, Inc. representatives were unable to
explain where these HOMELESS clients will go. I have been homeless and
have experience with shelters and know that loitering is often your best
option. The majority of these clients will loiter and make neighborhood
residents feel unsafe!

* No Parking - Food & Shelter, Inc. representatives have explained that the
parking lot will be for volunteers. They also explained that the many vehicles
of clients currently parking outside of their current facility are parking in
public parking spaces. This will not change with the new facility; the streetin
front of my home (140 Reed Ave.} is also public parking. This will make
residents feel unsafe!

¢ No Plan for Increased Road Traffic ~ Reed Ave. was and is not built for
moderate or heavy traffic, it is barely two cars wide!

lof2



Written Protest to the Request for Rezoning of the Property East of Reed Ave.
June, 02, 2015

 No Plan for Neighborhood Complaints or Crime - Food & Shelter, Inc. has no
plan, experience or idea about dealing with a facility this size in a residential
neighborhood. I asked Food & Shelter, Inc. representatives how they
intended to mitigate and handle complaints from residents of the
neighborhood and crime that will inevitably ensue. The honest answer from
Food & Shelter, Inc. representatives was that they had not dealt with this
issue before and were unsure of what their actions or responsibilities would
be.

THEY ARE READY TO OPERATE A SHELTER WITHIN A NEIGHBORHOOD!

I do understand their vision of making their facility feel residential for the benefit of
the residents but with the enclosed community/residential feel of the design I see
no need to face it to an established quiet neighborhood! I believe Food & Shelter, Inc.
and their clients would benefit more if the new facility were placed on the outskirts
of a residential neighborhood not facing one.

Lastly I have concern about the impact the relationship between the Executive
Director of Food & Shelter, Inc. April Heiple and a prominent member of City Council
Greg Heiple will have on this decision. [ am confident that he will abstain or be
asked to abstain from this important vote but I am still greatly concerned about his
influence on City Council and this decision.

Sincerely a concerned resident and homeowner of the Reed Ave. Neighborhood,

Amberlee Darold
Seismologist
Oklahoma Geological Survey
University of Oklahoma
405-325-8611

Resident of:

140 Reed Ave.

Norman Ok.

73071

20f2



Fisher Letter to Oppose PD15-14

June 8, 2015

City Clerk
201 West Gray
Norman OK 73071

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a concerned citizen, residing at 912 East Eufaula Street, Norman, OK 73071, with an active lease
purchase agreement with the current property owners, Gene and Myra Karnes. As a resident and future
homeowner of property within 350 feet from the proposed site of the new Food and Shelter Addition, |
have grave concerns regarding the state of my neighborhood should this rezoning request be allowed
and building commence under the current plan.

I am a nurse and have served alongside many of the agencies involved in the development of the tract of
land currently belonging to the State of Oklahoma at Main Street and Reed Street, where the future
community services center is proposed. | am in agreement that the agencies have a right to improve
upon themselves and their facilities, allowing for a fuller range of services. | am in agreement that there
are many in the city of Norman who will be assisted through the services of the agencies planning to
develop in the proposed area. | am in agreement that relocation of Food and Shelter, Inc. from its
current downtown location will relieve business owners along Main Street from the current foot traffic
of the homeless as they travel to other service agencies and facilities, such as the Norman Public Library,
where daytime sanctuary can be sought. | am in agreement that this plan makes Norman a more
“walkable” town. |am in agreement that continued revitalization of downtown Norman is in direct
conflict with the current location of Food and Shelter, Inc. and the resulting homeless presence in the
city center. 1am in agreement that there are many faces of homelessness and poverty and that these
conditions do not constitute a person’s value or worth. We are all people and we all deserve respect.

The proposed community services center for Norman, beginning with the Food and Shelter Addition
takes into account the needs of the city, downtown business owners, service agencies and those
receiving services from the agencies, yet lacks compassion and respect for the neighborhood in which
they plan to build. My neighborhood, which borders Reed Street to the West, is full of individuals,
families, children and elderly that are vulnerable. Residents in my area generally do not have the money
to fight back and make their voice heard. Several residents reported they have previously battled
homelessness themselves and won the battle. Several residents, like me, have had the opportunity to
interact with the homeless, with negative consequences. One neighbor reported that his father was
assaulted in a soup kitchen while serving food to the homeless and he now suffers from PTSD. One
neighbor reports she was raped by a homeless man. During the course of my job as a nurse and clinic
manager, | have been yelled at, cursed at, physically threatened and blackmailed by individuals receiving
assistance from Food and Shelter and East Main Place. | have cleaned up the empty bottles of alcohol,
the broken glass, the food containers and the used syringes off property clearly labeled with No
Trespassing signs.

While these actions cannot be generalized to the entire homeless population, there is much evidence to
support the growing violent aspect of some individuals to whom homelessness is a chosen way of life.
These are the individuals that pose a threat to the safety and security of me, my children and my
neighborhood. These are not the people that will be receiving case management and living in the tiny
houses that the architect has exalted as the next Martha’s Vineyard. These are the people thatare

SILED IN THE OFFICE -
OF THE CITY CLERK age 10
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Fisher Letter to Oppose PD15-14

addicted to drugs or alcohol, have psychiatric disorders such as schizophrenia, or are hiding from
responsibility or from a criminal past. These are the individuals who will be walking through my
neighborhood on their way to the facility to receive their free services before heading out to carouse the
town until the next free service is available. These are the individuals who will stash bedrolls in the
bushes, dispose of their trash in any open space, urinate and defecate at will. These are the individuals
who will approach our homes in the night to seek shelter, resources and objects for trade.

This issue goes beyond the desire to care for the homeless. |, too, desire to care for the homeless and
have done so passionately alongside churches, city employees, Food and Shelter, United Way, and plan
to concentrate on the homeless population following completion of my degree. This is not about a few
people who don’t want homeless on their doorstep. This is about each individual’s inalienable right to
the pursuit of happiness and to seek a life free from harassment and strife. The people of my
neighborhood have been here, many for years prior to the plans of the Mayor, and the city, and all of
the involved agencies. These people have seen elected officials come and go and the failing of agencies
such as East Main Place and the continued decline of Griffin Memorial Hospital.

The people of my neighborhood deserve as much respect and compassion from the city as the business
owners, service agencies and those that utilize their services. Our city leaders have a responsibility to all
citizens of Norman. | am a long-time resident of Norman. 1grew up here, attended the schools here,
graduated high school and attended college here. My children now walk the school halls where | once
walked. | moved away for a time, only to return because | know in my heart that Norman is my home.

As the recent victim of stalking and harassment that lead to repeated attempts of unknown individuals
to seek me out at my home, | have suffered tremendous anxiety for which | had to seek out counseling.
My children were also very much affected by the actions during the last two years, with increased
stranger anxiety and my youngest daughter regressing behaviorally for a time. We have all had a respite
from the fear and anxiety over the last few months following an end to the harassment and stalking. |
have no desire to be a victim and use the tools at my disposal to improve myself and assist my children
to heal from these events, and yet, | still wince every time there is a knock on the door, | scrutinize my
surroundings every time | leave my house, and | still question every unknown number that rings to my
phone. The psychological attacks during the time of stalking and harassment were so damaging that |
am not sure | will ever recover fully. Since learning about the pending plans and location for these
services at Food and Shelter, | have experienced increased anxiety and moments of panic regarding the
anticipated influx of individuals into my neighborhood. | feel that the actions being taken by the city and
the involved agencies are detrimental to my wellbeing and that of my family. | believe there are ways
that the impact from these agencies services can be mitigated and | am begging for some compassion
for my neighborhood and my family.

Let it be known that | am opposed to the rezoning of all land along Reed Street, south of Main Street, in
Norman, Oklahoma.

Rebekah A. Fisher, RN, BSN
912 E Eufaula Street
Norman OK 73071

Page 2 of 2



June 8, 2015
Dear Planning Department,

I'm writing this letter to protest the development planning of Food and Shelter, Inc. on building a
homeless shelter in this vicinity.

As a resident and foremost single mother of three children my thoughts of this planning would be a
disaster for the following first we already fighting drug dealing in this vicinity and most recently
homeless people walking around our properties. Second our property value would go down making this
area run down and with no future, but an area for drug dealing and such.

We need a change in our area for better like a park with a new home subdivision that would run off all
the negative out of our community and frankly a homeless shelter would not fitin this area.

Please reconsider your decision and the effects it will have on the neighborhood vicinities.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Moreno

lacqueline Moreno
916 E. Symunes St. | Norman, OK | 73071
4(;5.887.2503
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ON C 9.9015
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June 8, 2015
148 Reed Ave
Norman, OK 73071

City Clerk

P.0. Box 370

201 West Gray
Norman, OK 73070

To Whom It May Concern:

In principle, | agree with the efforts that the City Council is making to provide much needed care
to the homeless and underserved in Norman. Unfortunately, | feel that the proposed location of the
center will increase my stress level and may even endanger my life and the lives of others. Atage 36, |
was raped by a homeless man who broke into my house while my 2-year-old daughter witnessed the
event. |have lived with shame and feelings of terror ever since. | have been diagnosed with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and my doctor has advised me to avoid stressful situations and to
avoid contact with environments that may increase my anxiety or fear. Having a soup kitchen and
homeless shelter directly in front of my house will create unavoidable interactions with members of the
transient population, many of whom suffer from untreated or undertreated schizophrenia, or other
mental disorders which would worsen my quality of life.

in addition, one of my daughters was molested at a young age. She is currently 21 years old and
continues to require medical therapy for depression and anxiety. | have consulted with her physician
who states that she is not to be subjected to additional levels of stress and has recommended that she
not live near a homeless shelter or soup kitchen to decrease her level of risk.

| feel that children walking from their homes to school will be in danger of crossing paths with
the transient population walking to the soup kitchen. This is inappropriate: children should not be
unsupervised when exposed to this population. The soup kitchen needs to be located in an area such
that the clients do not cross pathways with children going to and from school.

Relocation is not an option for me. When I first purchased my home on Reed Avenue 20 years
ago, | was more prosperous financially, but at this time in my life it would be impossible for me to
relocate. If this project proceeds, | feel that as a single mother, | would be living my remaining years in
terror.

Sincerely,
Qo Vondora aw

Ms. Sue Sanders
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Greetings,

I'm a single mom with two daughters who have walked to Jefferson Elementary School and Longfellow
Middle School from kindergarten through 8th grade so far. There is not bus transportation since I live
so close to the schools.

The neighborhoods that "feed" these schools, including mine, border on Reed, Apache, SE Alameda,
West Porter, North Robinson and NE Carter. It is a low-income area with many children and single
moms. The homes are densely packed on small lots. Owners usually cannot afford secure fences or
alarm systems on their homes. There is a playground only 3 blocks away from the proposed homeless
shelter(s).

My problem with this new proposal of building these shelters is with the acquisition of large numbers
of single men, wandering unsupervised, IS going to change the level of safety of the neighborhood
children and single women.

I have been told by the planning committee that these individuals moving into the shelters will not be
screened for legal histories such as sex offenders, drugs, and those with past episodes of violent or
homicidal behaviors and actions.

Also, these people are not going to be tested for drugs, monitored, nor required to participate in free
counseling services, and programs to improve their lives such as 12 step meetings for addicts, anger
management courses and other community services that are all often free of charge to anyone.

As a retired RN, member of AA (sobriety since 1983), I personally have been and met many homeless
individuals and I care for them deeply. However, as a MoM, I care even more about children. I have
found out the hard way, personally, that it takes only one episode of abuse to ruin a child's life. My
eldest child, daughter, was abused as a toddler and she is afraid to leave our home as is even to this day.
Deep anxiety prevents her from obtaining a drivers license to this day. After years of treatment,
counseling and working with her she has just acquired her first job and walks there for her work but, if
single men are outside of my door roaming around (I live at 148 reed) I fear she will regress back into
agoraphobia. She would no longer be able to walk to her counseling to a nearby facility from reed to
main where she is seen by a psychiatrist on a regular basis.

I called Jefferson Elementary and Longfellow Middle school today, 6/8/15. Neither of the principles
that I spoke with have heard of this impending relocation homeless shelter. They agreed that the
"present location” is in a much "less risky" area with fewer single women and children exposed nearby.
Perhaps it is more profitable to move the current shelter away from retail stores and businesses
proximity? More susceptible victims are definitely in proposed area with a lot less public attention.
Yards and residential homes are much easier to trespass on than a locked door of a business in a high
visibility area as it is now.

The educators that I spoke with agreed that the planning committee prevented such attention by
bringing public hearings up during summer vacation. Notification was only given to people 300 feet
away from the borders of the shelters with two week deadlines for any questions; extremely short
meetings; plus other evasive tactics it seems so that the city planners of Norman, OK could have their
way before anyone could question their actions.

Promises have now been made to store owners on main. Of course before us parents have had time to
protect our children and now the schools will need to start providing transportation etc...

I have also spoken to the east side WalMart. The managers there are all unaware of this move as well. I
have spoken to other local businesses in this area and they also are unaware. Hmm

Their fears described to me will be that said proposal will affect the ambience of shoppers and theft
prevention will be a nightmare.



I bought my home at 148 Reed 20 years ago. ] was an RN at Norman Regional Hospital. I am now
disabled. This home will be my only asset after ] undergo a mandatory 8hour surgery soon in my
future. As a desperate measure I have had to plan to do a reverse mortgage on my home so I can pay for
the surgery. With the likelihood that home prices will drop from said shelters being built across the
street from my house I may not get that loan now.

I would have NEVER bought my home in this area had I known these changes would be made in the
future. To add insult to injury the proposed site is going to be directly opposite my living room
windows. My only direct source of light in my home.

Now again, back to the children. Children love to play on unattended construction sites and equipment.
Especially with longer days due to school being out.

A reporter doing a piece on the house promised my property value would quadruple in value. 1
consulted with people in Norman's real estate industry. They said sell now. Get out now. Home
prices/values will drop before the site is even finished being built when people find out what threats are
being moved right into my neighborhood. My front yard.

I beg that action be taken at once. The risk all of us single moms and the children are being put at in our
neighborhood is astounding. I and many others are very concerned this was planned and based on
greed. Not for the betterment of our community.

Regards,

W.#W

Susan Sanders

14y Reed g idsrmany
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City of Norman
Planning Department
201 West Gray #A
Norman, OK 73070

Dear City of Norman Planners:

This letter is in regard to Case Number PD15-14. This past weekend, | had the opportunity to meet
approximately 30 of the residents in the immediate vicinity of the proposed homeless shelter/soup
kitchen. What | discovered:

1. The Longfellow and Jefferson school districts draw children from residences as far south as Alameda
St; these children are walking in a north-south direction to attend these schools. The soup kitchen
clients will most likely be pedestrians walking in an east-west direction as they migrate from/to the
downtown area (as they arrive on buses, trains, or through the 1-35 corridor on the West side of the city)
to the proposed soup kitchen location on the East side Norman. Therefore, it is inevitable that these
two groups will cross paths. Dangerous encounters could be created between school-age children and
Norman’s transient population.

2. Many of the current residents of the Reed and Eufaula Street (and surrounding neighborhoods) are
single mothers or single women. Of those, several of the women | spoke with are rape victims
themselves and are opposed to having soup kitchen clients (who could have criminal backgrounds) in
such close proximity to their residences. Itis highly likely that these women will have interactions with
this population under the proposed plan. Granted, most of the soup kitchen clients are safe, well-
mannered citizens; however, this population also includes those with criminal backgrounds, drug
histories, and undiagnosed and/or undertreated mental conditions. These female residents could
potentially suffer severe emotional disturbances if forced to interact with this transient population.

If the City of Norman Planners recommend proceeding with the homeless shelter/soup kitchen in its
current form, they will be indirectly responsible for exposing two vulnerable groups to increased danger:
1. School-age children walking to/from school, and 2. Previous rape victims residing near the proposed
facility. | highly recommend that the City of Norman Planners re-think this proposal before proceeding.
it seems that the safest option would be to move the facility ina non-residential area.

| will be unable to attend the Planning meeting on Thursday, June 11™ 2015 because of a previous work
commitment. However, | would be happy to discuss this issue further and/or answer any questions by

telephone, 601-918-3632. Please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
k]

/M’v
Andrew J. Kﬁevar, M.D.



June 5, 2015
914 E. Eufaula St.
Norman, OK 73071

City Clerk

P.O. Box 370

201 West Gray
Norman, OK 73070

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in response to the request for changing the zoning in my neighborhood to accommodate a
soup kitchen/homeless shelter, Case Number PD15-14. The proposal describes the facility being
constructed on Reed Street which would be across the street from my house located at the corner of
Reed and Eufaula Streets. |feel that Mayor Cindy Rosenthal and City Council members Mr. Gregory
Jungman and Mr. Greg Heiple should recuse themselves from voting on this issue because of conflicts of
interest.

Mr. Jungman, Ward 4 councilman, states in his City of Norman online profile that “(He) is employed by
the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development where he serves as the Director of Affordable
Housing for the State of Oklahoma — a program that serves 35,000 low income families statewide.”
According to the HUD FY 2010-2015 HUD Strategic Plan, “Measures of Success” one of the HUD
benchmarks is to: “Reduce the number of homeless families” and “Reduce the number of chronically
homeless individuals.” (Atch 1)

The construction of a new/larger homeless shelter in Norman could indirectly help HUD achieve its
goals. Moreover, it may provide potential clients and/or become a place for HUD to refer marginal
applicants in and around the Norman-area who do not qualify for HUD assistance. Mr. Jungman should
abstain from voting on this issue.

Mr. Heiple’s wife, Mrs. April Heiple, is shown in an online website as a supporter of Food and Shelter inc
(Atch 2). Mr. Heiple should abstain from voting on this issue.

In addition, Mayor Cindy Rosenthal’s City of Norman website states that “(She has made) more walkable
neighborhoods (in Norman)” (Atch 3). 1 feel that she might be attempting to make the downtown area
“more walkable” (by moving the homeless shelter from its current downtown location) to in front of my
house which would make my neighborhood “less walkable.” Especially for children and women who
would like to walk by themselves in my neighborhood. | feel that Mayor Rosenthal’s website goal
represents a conflict of interest with the relocation of this center and she should abstain from voting.

Also, my work requires me to frequently fly out of town and | may not be able to attend the Planning
Commission meeting on June 11", 2015. Is it possible to Skype or call during the meeting so thatican
voice my opinion? Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate
contacting me with any questions or concerns. My cell phone number is 601-918-3632.

Sincerely,

Antirew J. Koclevar, M.D. FA%E%‘:E&'H%?FHCE
ON é /5’/5




Goal 2: Meet the Need for Quality Affordable Rental Homes - 19

Rental Homes Goal

In an era when more than one-third of all American families rent their homes, we face a housing
market that does not create and sustain a suflcient supply of affordable rental homes, especially
for low-income households. In many communities, affordable rental housing does not exist
without public support. Despite signi: cant improvements in housing quality in recent decades,
much of our rental housing stock is not energy efl cient or even accessible to people with dis-
abilities, and pockets of severely substandard housing remain across the country. Even before
the recent recession, the number of households with severe housing cost burdens had increased
substantially since 2000, and homelessness among families with children is a growing problem
throughout our nation. When it comes to strong, safe, and healthy communities, lower cost
rental housing is particularly scarce. As the lead federal housing agency, HUD will work with
its federal, state, local, and private partners to meet affordable rental housing needs for all. The
following subgoals provide a roadmap for accomplishing this goal:

Subgoal 2A: End homelessness and substantially reduce the number of families and individuals
with severe housing needs.

Subgoal 2B: Expand the supply of affordable rental homes where they are most needed.

Subgoal 2C: Preserve the affordability and improve the quality of federally assisted and private
unassisted affordable rental homes.

Subgoal 2D: Expand families’ choices of affordable rental homes located in a broad range of
communities.

Measures of Success

y Reduce the number of households with worst case
housing needs.

y Increase the total number of affordable rental homes
constructed and rehabilitated in communities with the
greatest unmet needs.

« Interim: HUD programs will meet more of the
growing need for affordable rental homes by serving
5.46 million families by the end of FY2011, which is
207,000 more than in FY2009.

y Reduce homelessness (cross-cutting measure for Goals
2 and 3).
= Reduce the number of homeless families.
= Reduce the number of chronically homeless individu-

als.

» Reduce the number of homeless veterans to 59,000 by
June 2012 (jointly with the Department of Veterans
Affairs).

y Improve the quality of housing and available community
opportunities reported by HUD residents (cross-cutting
measure for Goals 2, 3, and 4).




April Heiple | Helping Oklahoma http://www.helpingoklahoma.com/nominees/2014/april-heiple

ﬁ% Helping Oklahoma (/#home)

April Heiple

April is a force for good in Norman and Oklahoma. She
has worked tirelessly with Food and Shelter Inc. to help
people in need and providing hope where it is desperately
needed. Whether it's providing warm meals to hungry
folks or a room for people to call home, April's dedication
to her community is clear and contagious to those around
her. Most recently her involvement with the One Vision
One Voice initiative has brought together many
community agencies and volunteers under the mission of
ensuring everyone in our community has access to a home
and ending veteran homelessness. We are proud to have
her here and appreciate the hard work she has put in.

1of3 6/4/2015 11:17 PV



Mayor | City of Norman, Oklahoma http://www.normanok.gov/content/mayor
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Mayor

Cindy Rosenthal was elected mayor of Norman in 2007 after serving three years as the council member from Ward 4.

She is Norman’s first popularly elected woman mayor. As Mayor, she is Norman's representative to the Association of
Central Oklahoma Governments. Mayor Rosenthal won the 2009 Distinguished Public Service Award, which is given
annually by the Oklahoma Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration to a public servant whose career
exhibits the highest standards of excellence, dedication and accomplishment. She has been nominated twice as one of 50
women making a difference in Oklahoma and was named the Journal Record's Woman of the Year in 2010.

Mayor Rosenthal has championed environmental awareness and energy efficiency throughout the city, spearheaded
Norman's inclusive community initiative, highlighted the need for transportation options and more walkable neighborhoods,
sponsored regular walks to promote healthy life styles in the community, and been an advocate for the arts and cuiture in
downtown Norman.

A resident of Norman since 1985, Mayor Rosenthal is director and curator of the Carl Albert Congressional Research and
Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma and a professor of poelitical science. Her professional background is as a
consultant on public management and a policy analyst with expertise in economic development and intergovernmentat
relations.

Prior fo elected office, she served on the League of Women Voters Board; Norman Public Schools Citizens Advisory
Council; Norman Library Board; Firehouse Art Center Board; Greenbelt Task Force; and Norman Future Committee. She
and her husband, Jim, are charter members of the Norman Area Land Conservancy and longtime members of St.

Cindy Rosenthal Stephen's United Methodist Church. They have two children, Caitlin, and Aaron.

1ofl 6/4/2015 11:21 PM
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914 E. Eufaula St

OFTHE city . .
1[2 Norman, OK 73071

City Clerk

P.0. Box 370

201 West Gray
Norman, OK 73070

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter to protest the request to change the zoning in my neighborhood to accommodate a homeless
shelter, Case Number PD15-14. The proposal describes the facility being constructed on Reed Street
which would be across the street from my house located at the corner of Reed and Eufaula Streets. | am
protesting this proposal for three reasons:

1. Revitalization. Reed Street is part of an older, blighted neighborhood that | have seen struggle to
improve for the past 25 years that | have lived here. |, along with my neighbors, have worked hard to try
to improve the living conditions. Currently, we have transients that leave trash and shopping carts in
ouryards. | have to load the shopping carts into my truck and take them back to the grocery store from
which they came.

If the shelter is built, across the street from my house, the pedestrian traffic will most likely increase and
the problem with our transient population will worsen. If the proposed facility is built, it will make the
revitalization efforts in our area more difficult. The trash and debris problems we are currently
experiencing will worsen.

Also, if the shelter is approved, it will lower the property values which are already-depressed in this
area. The value of a house across the street from a homeless shelter is worth less than if the same
house were not in close proximity to such a facility.

The City of Norman has already debated this issue and come to the conclusion as stated in the, City of
Norman, OK, 3-5 Year Strategic Plan 2010-2014:

4.5.1. Continue to engage in neighborhood revitalization efforts to
improve the core area and low income neighborhoods and encourage
more mixed-income communities.

Reed Street is already a low income/blighted community. Adding a new homeless shelter will make it
more difficult to achieve the “mixed-income” neighborhood balance. People with the resources
available to revitalize these older Reed-Street homes will be less likely to move here if they have to live
this close to a homeless shelter.



2. Safety. The neighborhood with become less safe if the homeless shelter is approved. My 86-year-old
father volunteered at a soup kitchen for many years. Unfortunately, he was assaulted by one of the
clients when they knocked him to the ground and broke his hip. He has a permanent disability with
ambulation. While most of the clients of a homeless shelter are very appreciative and law-abiding,
unfortunately, there may be a few clients with psychiatric conditions that predispose them to civil
disobedience. These clients can behave unpredictably and become unruly. My father was attempting to
volunteer to help homeless people, but now his quality of life has been diminished and it is harder for

him to perform his activities of daily living.

For the most part, I'm sure the homeless shelter helps a lot of deserving, respectful people. However, it
will also bring potentially undesirable people to an already-blighted neighborhood.

3. Fairness. I've had my house here for 25 years. If the shelter were here before | arrived, | would have
consciously made the decision not to move here. Therefore, it is unreasonable to expect me or any of
the other residents to approve a zoning change that would allow a business into the area that would
most likely have a negative impact on the market value of our houses, increase litter, and potentially
creating an unsafe environment.

In conclusion, please understand that | have nothing against the principles of the homeless shelter. |
think that the facility offers a valuable service to the community in terms of helping the needy.
However, placing it in an already blighted residential neighborhood will diminish the revitalization
efforts and safety of those who live here.

Sincerely,

MI/MW' M.

Andrew J. Kochevar, M.D.



