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Body

BACKGROUND:  A claim has been filed by Ernest B. and Karen J. Helin for damage to the front driver’s side 

tire of their vehicle in the amount of $169.56 and medical expenses in the amount of $2,730 each for a total of 

$5,629.56 due to an incident that occurred on October 18, 2013 when they were following a City of Norman 

sanitation truck that began leaking hydraulic fluid.  Their vehicle traveled through the hydraulic fluid causing 

Mrs. Helin, who was driving, to lose control of their vehicle which then jumped the curb and continued across a 

sidewalk and into a grassy area.  

DISCUSSION:  This incident was investigated by Gary L. Seal, Utilities Supervisor. According to his 

investigation, the sanitation truck was traveling northbound on Oak Tree Avenue near 12th Avenue NE when 

the sanitation truck began to leak hydraulic fluid due to equipment failure.  The Helin’s were driving behind the 

sanitation vehicle and the resulting hydraulic spill caused the Helin’s vehicle to spin out of control .  Once the 
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driver of the sanitation truck became aware of the leak, he immediately parked the sanitation truck, contacted 

his supervisor and other City vehicles arrived at the scene to clean up the spill.

As a result of the Helin’s vehicle jumping the curb, their vehicle was not drivable and had to be towed to a repair 

company.  At the automotive shop, their tire and wheel were checked and the shop realigned the front 

alignment.  The charges from the automotive shop for the towing and the check and realignment of the front 

tire totaled $169.65.  

Additionally, since their vehicle spun 360º and partially departed the roadway, both Mr. and Mrs. Helin suffered 

cervical sprain and were treated by Michael Spears, D.C..   Dr. Spears has now fully released both Mr. and Mrs. 

Helin and provided invoices in the amount of $2,730 each for treatment rendered to both Mr. and Mrs. Helin.  

The total of Mr. and Mrs. Helin’s medical treatment is $5,460.  

There appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this matter and, consequently, potential 

liability on the City.  

RECOMMENDATION:  Based upon the above, it is recommended by the City Attorney’s Office that the 

settlement of Ernest B. and Karen J. Helin’s claim in the total amount of $5,629.56 be approved by Council.  
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