City of Norman, OK Municipal Building

Council Chambers
201 West Gray
Norman, OK 73069
Master

File Number: R-1819-120

File ID: R-1819-120 Type: Resolution Status: Consent ltem
Version: 1 Reference: ltem 36 In Control: City Council
Department: City Manager Cost: File Created: 06/17/2019
Department
File Name: Resolution R-1819-120 - Continuation of HERS Pilot Final Action:
Program
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Text of Legislative File R-1819-120

Body

BACKGROUND: On May 22, 2018, Council approved Resolution R-1718-117 that established an incentive
program to adjust the building permit fees for homes achieving a Home Energy Rating System (HERS)/ Energy
Rating Index (ERI) of 65 or below. The Resolution established this fee adjustment on a pilot program basis that
began on July 1, 2018, and was initially scheduled to end on December 31, 2018. (Resolution R-1718-117
attached to this item). Resolution R-1819-61 was approved by City Council on January 8, 2019, to extend the pilot
program until June 30, 2019.

DISCUSSION: To date, 94 homes have applied for the program and are currently under construction. From July
1, 2018 - June 17, 2019, 373 single family homes applied for building permit. This translates to approximately
25% of the new homes being constructed applying for the pilot program.
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To date, seven (7) homes currently in the program are finished with construction. Due to the limited number of
homes completed, staff has yet to acquire the full information that would allow us to inform the Council of the
actual program cost (i.e. building permit fees adjusted) and the average HERS/ERI rating of the homes being
built. In an effort to allow for the completed construction of the homes to gather information to help the Council
make a decision about making the program permanent (i.e. Ordinance amendments), staff is proposing a
Resolution for Council approval that would continue the pilot program through December 31, 2019. This timeline
extension would allow staff to gather information about the projected cost of the program and baseline HERS/ERI
score of the new homes constructed in Norman as part of the program.

Additionally, this could help in Council making a decision regarding the program for future, utilizing input and
expertise from the proposed Sustainability Coordinator position that is proposed to be added in the upcoming
FYE °’20 budget. Given that this program could be ultimately coordinated by this position, staff would like to
continue the pilot program portion of this project to allow for sufficient input and final considerations to be added
by the Sustainability Coordinator before final ordinances are codified.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of Resolution R-1819-120 to continue the HERS/ERI pilot
program until December 31, 2019.
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