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Body

BACKGROUND: A claim has been filed by Mike Biehler in the amount of $2,349.43 for damages to his vehicle,
tow charges and rental charges due to an accident on May 9, 2013, when his vehicle, driven by his son Chris,
was struck by a City of Norman sanitation truck at the corner of Lindsey Street and Jenkins Avenue .

DISCUSSION: This incident was investigated by Gary Seal, Utilities Supervisor. According to his investigation
and the official accident report, Chris Biehler's vehicle was stopped at a red light in the northbound lane of
Jenkins Avenue near its intersection with Lindsey Street. Chris Biehler was waiting to change lanes into the
turn lane in order to go westbound on Lindsey Street. A City of Norman sanitation truck was also northbound
on Jenkins Avenue approaching Lindsey Street when he crossed into the yellow hash marks of the turn lane.
When the red light changed, Chris Biehler began merging into the left turn lane at the same time the sanitation
truck began moving forward from the yellow hash marks in the turn lane. Although the City driver applied his
brakes to avoid the collision, the brakes locked up and the truck struck Mr. Biehler’s vehicle.
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Therefore, as indicated above, there appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this matter
and, consequently, potential liability on the City. The amount claimed by Mr. Biehler appears to be reasonable.

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the above and foregoing, it is the recommendation of the City Attorney’s
Office that the claim by Mike Biehler for damages to his vehicle, tow charges and rental charges in the amount
of $2,349.43, as above set forth, be approved.
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