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Body

BACKGROUND: A claim has been filed by Michael Hughes for medical expenses, lost wages and pain and
suffering in the amount of $22,000 due to a vehicle accident he was involved in on October 5, 2013, when the
vehicle he was driving was struck by a City of Norman police vehicle near the intersection of Classen Boulevard
and Lindsey Street. The vehicle Mr. Hughes was driving was owned by Janet Sympson. Ms. Sympson’s claim
for property damage and rental car expenses in the amount of $9,891.87 was approved by City Council on
November 26, 2013. Mr. Hughes has offered to settle him personal injury claim in the amount of $18,500. This
settlement offer is being presented to City Council for consideration at this time .

DISCUSSION: This incident was investigated by Lt. Jamie Shattuck and Chief Keith Humphrey. According to
the investigation and the official accident report, both vehicles were traveling southbound on Classen
Boulevard. The vehicles were approximately parallel with each other when Officer Paul Evans, driving the
police vehicle, attempted to make a u-turn in order to make a ftraffic stop for a car that was northbound on
Classen Boulevard. The left front of the City vehicle struck the right front of the vehicle driven by Mr. Hughes.
Mr. Hughes alleges the accident caused aggravation of a pre-existing back and hip injury for which he had
previous back surgery on October 3, 2012, and previous right hip replacement on November 20, 2012. The
settlement offer is to settle Mr. Hughes’ claim in full, including lost wages, pain and suffering and medical
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expenses, current and future.

As indicated above, the City accepted responsibility for the accident and paid for the property damage to Ms.
Sympson’s vehicle. The merits of this settlement offer from Mr. Hughes were presented to Council members
individually by a separate confidential memorandum under attorney/client privilege.

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the information presented to Council regarding this case, it is
recommended by the City Attorney’s Office that the settlement of Michael Hughes’ claim in the negotiated
amount of $18,500 be approved by Council. If approved, due to the size of the settlement amount, the
settlement will be reduced to judgment and placed on the property tax rolls and paid over the next three years
in accordance with 62 O.S. § 361 et seq and 51 O.S. § 159.
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