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Text of Legislative File SC-2021-2

Body

BACKGROUND: A claim has been filed by Nikki S. McDowell in the total amount of $3,266.02
for damage that occurred to her vehicle on September 17, 2019, when it was struck by a City
police department vehicle near Robinson Street and Peters Avenue.

DISCUSSION: This incident was investigated by Kevin Foster, Chief of Police. On
September 17, 2019, a City police officer was driving his patrol vehicle eastbound on Robinson
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Street when he received a notice from dispatch of a crime in progress. As the officer drove
past Peters Avenue, he glanced down at his computer to view details of the dispatch but was
unable to see that the traffic in his lane had come to a complete stop. The officer attempted to
stop in time but was unable to do so before his vehicle struck the back of Ms. McDowell’s
vehicle located directly in front of him.

Since the time of the incident, Ms. McDowell had repairs completed to the rear bumper and
quarter panel of her 2018 Ford Explorer. As a result, she has incurred auto repair expenses of
$2,994.64 and auto rental fees of $271.38, for a total reimbursement request in the amount of
$3,266.02.

As indicated above, there appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this
matter and, consequently, potential liability on the City. Ms. McDowell’'s claim in the total
amount of $3,266.02 appears reasonable.

RECOMMENDATION: Based upon the above and foregoing, it is the recommendation of the
City Attorney’s office that the claim of Nikki S. McDowell, in the total amount of $3,266.02 as set
forth above, be approved.
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