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BACKGROUND:  A claim has been filed by Mason Phillips in the amount of $7,332.34 for damage to his 

vehicle on August 4, 2016, when a City sanitation vehicle backed up to complete a sanitation pick up in the 700 

block of West Brooks and struck his vehicle.

DISCUSSION:  This claim was investigated by Brandon McLendon, Safety Manager.  According to his 

investigation, the sanitation truck was in the process of backing up to retrieve full garbage containers on West 

Brooks after pulling from the alley between Lahoma and Chautauqua.  As the driver was backing to line up with 

the garbage containers, Mr. Phillips’ vehicle came from the same alley the sanitation vehicle had just exited and 

he was not able to make it around the sanitation vehicle before the sanitation vehicle began backing and struck 

his vehicle.

Mr. Phillips’ vehicle was a 2005 Ford Focus that has logged 250,000 miles.  Although Mr. Phillips obtained 

three estimates regarding the damage to his vehicle with the lowest estimate being $ 7,332.34, the value of the 

vehicle when researched with Kelly Blue Book and NADA, ranges from $1,714 to $2,920. As a result, Mr. 
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Phillips as agreed to settle his claim for the amount of $2,000 and will relinquish the vehicle to the City.  As 

indicated above, there appears to be possible negligence on the part of the City in this matter and, 

consequently, potential liability on the City. The settlement of Mr. Phillips’ claim for the reduced amount of 

$2,000 appears reasonable

RECOMMENDATION:  Based upon the above and foregoing, it is the recommendation of the City Attorney ’s 

office that the claim of Mason Phillips, in the reduced amount of $2,000, be approved.
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