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small amounts, saves in both water and energy. When cleaning dishes for the dishwasher, wipe 

them off with a paper towel or napkin rather than rinsing; this will save from 3 to 5 gallons.  

*Wash only full loads of clothes, or match the water setting of the washer to the size of the load.  

*Keep a bottle of water in the refrigerator for a cool drink. Do not run the faucet to chill the 

water.  

 

7.4 Outdoor Use and Ideas for Reduction There are several ways to reduce outdoor water usage.  

In the summer months, Norman citizens more than double their indoor water usage recorded in 

the winter months.  Outdoor ideas include:  

 

*Use a nozzle with a cutoff feature on your garden hose when washing the car or other outdoor 

items. This will cut off the water flow when not needed.  

*Sweep driveways or patios rather than hosing them off, unless they border a flower bed or 

garden. If so, wash so the water will run to the garden or flower bed. Get double duty from the 

water used.  

*Plant trees, shrubs and ornamentals that are adapted to dry conditions. Use mulch around plants 

and shrubs to help limit evaporation and retain water. Use sprinklers sparingly and water after 

the sun goes down to limit evaporation. Where possible, use soaker hoses instead of sprinklers, 

as they are more efficient. Don't over fertilize your lawn, since this will make it require more 

water than normal.  

*If you have a swimming pool, cover it when not in use to control evaporation. 

 

Plumbing and Landscaping Ordinances 
The City of Norman Code of Ordinances requires the 2009 International 

Plumbing Code for non-residential construction and 2009 International 

Residential Code be observed.  Each requires low flow fixtures in new 

construction.   

In 2005 the City of Norman began to require that all new automatic 

irrigation systems have a rain sensor and freeze gauges installed to 

promote water conservation.  This measure will help to reduce the 

overall water usage of Norman.  

Landscape Programs 

The City of Norman carefully monitors its own use of water utilized in public landscape 

improvements.  Irrigation activities only occur when soil conditions require.  Attention is given 

to weather conditions and forcasts in deciding upon irrigation times for public spaces.  Many 

areas have been switched from spray watering to ground level drip irrigation. 

As for private landscape programs, Norman encourages watering early in the morning before 

9:00 AM.  Current practice is to provide public reminders through the local press and as billing 
































