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Background:  The City of Norman has a program for the demolition and removal of structures that are not 

maintained to City Codes by the owner(s) and have become unfit for human habitation and/or a nuisance to the 

surrounding neighborhoods.  Funds are appropriated yearly for the removal of those structures that are 

condemned and not removed by the owner(s) with payment due to the City of Norman within six (6) months of 

receipt of the billing.  Failure to satisfy the debt with the City results in a lien being filed against the property with 

payment to be received by the county with the Ad Valorem Tax and forwarded to the City of Norman upon 

receipt of the payment.

Discussion:  There is one property with one structure located at 605 Sturtz Circle proposed for condemnation.  

The owner of record is Holly J. Hopkins.  The structure is a two-story, single-family residential structure that 

sustained a fire on October 20, 2013.  According to the fire department the house sustained severe damage 

and is no longer habitable, and is a hazard to persons in the surrounding area.  In the opinion of staff, the 
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structure meets the definition of a dilapidated building and is unsafe.

Complaints were received and the property was posted for a health violation and as an unsecured structure on 

April 14, 2014.  Upon reinspection the structure was determined to be secure and the health violations in the 

front yard were removed.  On July 24, 2014 a Condemnation Initiation letter was sent by certified mail to the 

property owner due to the condition of the structure and because no action had been taken towards either 

rehabilitating or demolishing it.  Additional attempts to contact the owner were unsuccessful.  

Attachments include Resolution of Condemnation Number R-1415-37, a summary of code violation activity 

related to the property, and staff memoranda and photos of the property.

Notification of condemnation has been sent to the owner of record.  The property was also posted as required 

by State law and City ordinance

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of condemnation of the building at 605 Sturtz Circle through 

Resolution No. R-1415-37 and requests that the building be ordered to be removed.  
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